
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF SAN BRUNO 

Community Services Department 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
December 6, 2017 

 
  

1. Call to Order/Roll Call: Chair Palmer called the meeting of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission to order at 6:31 p.m. Commissioners Present: Chair Palmer, Vice Chair 
Davis, Greenberg, Nigel, Salazar, and Zamattia. Commissioners Excused: Gonzales 
and Melendrez. Staff: Burns, Brewer, and Aker. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice Chair Davis and Commissioner Salazar led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

3. REVIEW OF AGENDA: Chair Palmer requested that item 9b be moved up before 
Conduct of Business. MSC Nigel/Davis to move up item 9b before Conduct of Business. 
Approved unanimously.  
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MSC Nigel/Greenberg to approve the minutes from 
October 18, 2017. Approved unanimously.  
 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR: None.  
  

6. PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 

7. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS: None. 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
a. City Council Request for Recommendation on Implementation of Pilot Program 

Allowing On-Leash Dogs in City Parks – Director Burns told the Commission that 
City Council was requesting a recommendation from the Commission for allowing 
on-leash dogs in City Parks. She added that she would take the recommendation 
back to City Council at their January 9, 2018 meeting.  
Commissioner Salazar asked Director Burns if current City ordinance requires 
dogs to be on leash when walking on the streets or in the public and Director 
Burns replied yes. He added that at first he was reluctant to change the City 
ordinance allowing dogs in parks because he thought there would be an 
expectation from the public for our Police Department to enforce it. He suggested 
maybe removing the ordinance banning dogs and then have staff identify parks 
that would allow dogs. Commissioner Salazar also asked what would be the cost 
of adding doggy bag kiosks to the parks. Director Burns said it varies depending 
on the park but she feels the cost could be absorbed into the current budget.  



 

 

Commissioner Greenberg suggested the Commission clarify that dogs have to 
be on leash no longer than six feet and not restrict them to pathways. She also 
suggested not moving forward with an amendment to the current municipal code 
but extending the pilot program to all the parks for a year.  
Commissioner Zamattia does not want to extend the pilot program, she would 
prefer for the Commission to just move forward with a recommendation. She also 
requested for staff to make sure to put a leash length limit in the amendment to 
the municipal code.  
Vice Chair Davis agreed with Commission Greenberg about not restricting dogs 
to pathways. She would also like to make sure that the recommendation allow 
dogs in parks but only in certain parks so that the community members who do 
not want to go to parks with dogs still have options.  
Commissioner Nigel also said he was in favor of allowing dogs in parks on 
leash.  
Chair Palmer commented that he was in favor of dogs in parks on leash not 
restricted to the pathways. He added that Commissioner Melendrez asked him to 
publicly read his comments which are in favor of allowing dogs in selected parks 
on leash but wanted restrictions for the play areas and wanted to ensure staff do 
City outreach if there are changes made to the current ordinance.  
The Commission deliberated further and decided to identify the pocket parks that 
would not allow dogs in parks.  
MSC Nigel/Salazar to recommend to City Council to modify the Municipal Code 
to allow dogs in parks on leash with a maximum length of six feet with restriction 
to all play areas with the exception of the following parks: Ponderosa, Herman, 
Lomita, Catalpa, and Posy Park. Approved unanimously.   

b. Status of Capital Improvement Projects – Superintendent Brewer told the 
Commission that the groundbreaking for the construction of Earl-Glenview Park 
was taking place on Saturday, December 9, 2017 at 10 a.m. She added that the 
park pathways project had been completed at City Park.  
Vice Chair Davis commented that the edges of the pathways are not even and 
Superintendent Brewer replied that the company informed them that the edges 
would look uneven because their equipment was not designed to work in such 
narrow spaces but that eventually the grass would grow over the edges so they 
would not be visible. She added that they only had one bid for this project 
because of the lack of available equipment for smaller spaces. Superintendent 
Brewer also said that they would be going out to bid for Grundy Park and Pacific 
Heights Park pathways in early 2018 for work to commence in the spring.   

 
9. ITEMS FROM MEMBERS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:  

a. Subcommittee Updates –  
1. Adopt-a-Park Program – Chair Palmer told the Commission he 

would be re-writing the Adopt-a-Park agreements for the baseball 
fields.  

2. Park Tour – Chair Palmer told the Commission that the Park Tour 
sub-committee met and decided to test the park tour forms 
developed by Commissioner Greenberg. He added that they 
would be keeping this sub-committee on the agenda but were not 
officially changing anything to the Commission’s handbook 
regarding the parks tours yet. Commissioner Greenberg told the 
Commission that she used the Park Tour rating form to observe 
Fleetwood and Catalpa Park and found it very helpful in her 
observations. Commissioner Nigel observed Buckeye Park and 



 

 

also found the form useful but wanted to add a non-applicable box 
to the rating system. Chair Palmer and Commissioner Melendrez 
observed City Park and found the form to be useful as well and 
would be discussing some updates at the next subcommittee 
meeting.  

b. Report from Commissioners – Chair Palmer thanked Vice-Chair Davis and 
Commissioner Salazar for their service and presented them with recognition 
plaques and wished them luck in their new positions on the City Council.  
 

10. ITEMS FROM STAFF: Superintendent Brewer told the Commission that Commissioner 
Greenberg was able to secure a grant of $5,000 from Baseball Tomorrow for 
improvements on Diamond 3 at Commodore Park for the Junior Giants Organization. 
She also told the Commission that the Annual Tree Lighting would be taking place at the 
Veterans Memorial Recreation Center starting at 5 p.m. on Thursday, December 7, 
2017.  
 

11. ADJOURNMENT: With no other business to be conducted, Chair Palmer adjourned the 
meeting at 7:58 p.m.  

 


